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Letters to the Editors 





Florida Man Protests Presbytery’s Action 





Says Gag-Rule Was Employed 


To the Editors: 

As I have been denied freedom of speech 
on the floor of Florida Presbytery for the 
second time, I hope you can give a bit 
of publicity to this complaint I now make, 
in the hope that these good and reverend 
friends, both ministers and elders of Flor- 
ida Presbytery, will be persuaded to 
change their system of gag-rule procedure 
to one cf Christian calm, thoughtful delib- 
eration and dispassionate 
problems submitted by the General As- 
sembly to our church. 

The writer of these plaintive words has 
been a minister for 42 years, member of 
West Brazil Mission for 25, a worker at 
home for 17, and is now serving the pres- 
bytery that ordained him in 1905. I am 
stated supply of First Presbyterian 
Church, St. Andrew, Fla. 

Everyone knows that Florida Presby- 
tery is against the Federal Council. Re- 
peatedly it has overtured the General As- 
sembly to withdraw from it. I respect 
and honor the evident conviction of my 
brethren and no one can truthfully call 
me an active partisan in this matter. I 
deplore the heat and fire of controversy 
that distracts us from our great task of 
missions. 


discussion of 


I am convinced however that we can 
do more for Christ’s Kingdom in the F. 
Cc. than out of it, and I am sincerely anx- 
ious to see our church cooperate with all 
other churches of the Evangelical mind. 
I have no harsh words even for those that 
believe that we deny the faith by cooperat- 
ing with other Christians of different 
theology and ecclesiology. 

So I went to my beloved presbytery 
in October. At 2 P. M. the matter of an- 
swering the General Assmbly’s request 
for a vote on the Federal Council came 
up. Promptly there came a motion to vote 
without debate, and strange as it may 
seem, the whole matter became so tangled 
that it is impossible to say what did 
happen. The record as made by the clerk 
seems over-simplified and takes up just a 
short paragraph. The Moderator did his 
best to guide the discussion. No one was 
insulting to others of the court and tem- 
pers were kept under control. 

The majority was determined not to al- 
low the issue to be debated. I was de- 
termined to present my reasons for vct- 
ing Yes in answer to the General Assem- 
bly, if possible. The result was that a 
minority of one-fourth of the presbytery 
was denied the right of discussion on the 
question. 

I claim that this is gag-rule, that if 
such procedure becomes common in our 
courts we are out of line with the glori- 
ous history and traditions of our fore- 
fathers, that such arbitrariness leads from 
gag-rule to mob-rule and evil days for 
the church. Our system is representative; 
our councils are called courts because they 
are deliberative. 

Florida Presbytery refused to deliber- 
ate. No good word must be spoken for 
the Federal Council. The brethren seemed 
to think that to do so would be to deny 
the faith. 


Privately, these presbyters assure me 
that there was nothing personal meant 
when they denied me the floor. I hope 


they are right and I accept the assurance. 
But the fact remains that no plea, no per- 
suasion, could move the majority to re- 


* ment on the subject. 


lent and allow the minority to present its 
views. 

I write this letter because the minutes 
of presbytery will not, perhaps cannot, 
tell the story. I tell it, thus quoting my- 
self as I spoke to one of the majority 
leaders and some of the elders in front 
of the church: “Brethren, you have done a 
shameful thing.” 

1 will add this after-thought: “You have 
reduced Florida Presbytery from a de- 
liberative body of Christians to a partisan 
and ecclesiastical convention.” 

R. D. DAFFIN, JR. 
St. Andrew, Fla. 


Winston-Salem Session Unanimous 


WESTERN UNION 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK: 


THE SESSION OF FIRST CHURCH 
VOTED UNANIMOUSLY IN FAVOR OF 
OUR DENOMINATION RETAINING ITS 


MEMBERSHIP IN THE FEDERAL COUN- 
CTL. 

THE SESSION. 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
WINSTON-SALEM, N. C. 


Tales on Dr. Vance 


To the Editors: 

It was my privilege, during the pas- 
torate of Dr. James I, Vance, at First 
Presbyterian Church, Nashville, Tenn., to 
sit in the pew most of the time. 

One Sunday morning when Dr. Vance 
was referring to “Fundamentalism” (be- 
lieve it or not) he said, “I can see the 
“fun” in it and I can see “dam” in it. 
But I'll be d— if I can see the mental 
in it.” 

Dr. Vance was born 
His parents still resided there. It was 
a custom of Dr. Vance to write to his 
mother every Monday. He always en- 
closed the church bulletin. Many times 
the Monday morning paper printed Dr. 
Vance’s sermon of the prior Sunday. If 
so, Dr. Vance would send the newspaper 
to his mother. 

On one occasion, the opening of the 
Centennial, Dr. Vance spoke alongside the 
Governor of the State. Both addresses 
were printed in the morning newspaper. 
Naturally this dutiful son sent a copy 
of the newspaper to his mother. 

Now most mothers would be proud to 
learn that their son had spoken on the 
same platform with the Governor of the 
State. That was not the way Mother 
Vance looked at it. She wrote to her son 
and said: “My Dear Son: Keep close to 
the Lord and don’t get too intimate with 
the Governor.” 

I told this story when I spoke on the 
same platform with the Governor of an- 
other State. His Honor didn’t like it. I 
think it is a good story. 

Ss. W. McGILL. 


in Bristol, Tenn. 


Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


Methodists, Too 


To the Editors: 

It was with real pleasure that I read 
Dr. MacLean’s sermon in the issue of Sep- 
tember 8 (“Which Church Would Jesus 
Join?”). I consider it a masterful state- 
As a Methodist min- 
ister, I wish to commend Dr. MacLean for 
the preaching of this sermon and I wish 
to commend your splendid paper for the 
publication of it. What Dr. MacLean said 


regatding the Presbyterian churches 
would be just as true in most of our 
Methodist churches. The truths in thig 
sermon so splendidly presented by Dr. 
MacLean need to get into our thinking to 
the extent that we will really do some- 
thing about it... . 
A. P. WILLIAMS. 
Monument Methodist Church, 
Richmond, Va. 


Two Changes Needed 


To the Editors: 

Your invitation (appended to Dr. Mac- 
Lean’s article (Sept. 8) to submit sugges- 
tions as to what would make our Presby- 
terian Church more Christian moves me 
to offer at least two with a word about 
each. 

The first is made especially to ministers 
and seminary professors. The main ex- 
ercise that builds Christian strength is 
prayer (in all its forms). With our yen 
for holding high the banner of austere re- 
ligious transcendentalism we have even 
come to the ironic—should I say sinful?— 
point of having to teach a foreign lan- 
guage so that the people may commune 
with their God and Savior! And not only 
having to do it, but piously proclaiming 
it a purpose of the Church, mind you! 
“We have all sinned, and come short. . .” 
Yes, but is that a brief for continuing in 
that double pathway? 

Pass it lightly if you please . 
will not get the masses to praying! Swish 
your ecclesiastical frock in disdain aa 
but that will not fill your Sunday school 
room on Wednesday evenings. The fact 
is that even “intelligent” people get their 
shouldst’s and canst’s and thouw’s and 
thee’s tangled at times (even preachers!) 
and hesitate to enter upon such blind 
alleys. Where then shall the person who 
can but poorly use “the king’s English” 
appear? What a shock the congregations 
of our church would get if their ministers 
would actually lead them once in prayer 
in everyday English instead of that “‘beau- 
tifully rhythmic and high-sounding, how- 
ever unintelligible” harangue of 16th Cen- 
tury speech! We can glorify God just as 
truly with a dignified “You” as with an 
“O Thou”; Christ did not use a different 
language for prayer, but then, perhaps 
we are supposed to be more pious? In- 
cidentally, that may be one clue to the 
often-applied “class-church” malediction 
on our denomination. The habit is hard 
to break at first, but it can be done; and 
if the seminary professor and minister do 
not begin the change, our prayer life will 
soon be equal to the Roman church’s sub- 
lime rantings! Have you ever consciously 
tried it in public? It gives a good feel- 
ing—afterwards. 

The other matter, briefly put, is that the 
separate synods and presbyteries for Ne- 
groes must be abolished before the church 
can begin to open the door to its secret 
sin for the sunlight of Christ’s smile. It 
is absurd that opponents should argue 
that the Negroes do not want this—when 
else have they sought the Negro’s opin- 
ion of what should be done! If it is 
Christian, the Negro who opposes it needs 
to be changed by Christ as does the “old- 
line Southerner.” Anyone knows that the 
real reason the “Continuing Church” 
group opposes the Federal Council is its 
fear that this agency is working for liqui- 
dation of such heathen barriers and stum- 
bling blocks to the “Brotherhood-in-Christ 
of Man.” With Negro churches represented 
in the local presbytery as are the other 
constituent churches, “the race problem” 
and many others would work themselves 
out faster. 


.; that 


R. B. SPIVEY. 


Petersburg, Alaska. 
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Mexican Assembly 
Will Hold First 


Meeting This Month 


To Celebrate 75th Anniversary 
Of Coming of Missionaries 


Mexico City. (RNS)—The First Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in Mexico will be held here from 
November 25 to 30. More than one 
hundred ordained ministers will gather 
with elders representing each church 
and thousands of other Presbyterians 
from all parts of the country. Presby- 
terian leaders will also come from the 
United States,* Chile, Brazil, Columbia, 
Venezuela, Guatemala, Cuba, and Puerto 
Rico. 

In addition to forming a General As- 
sembly, the delegates will observe the 
diamond jubilee of the church in 
Mexico, and the conclusion of the Pro- 
gressive Movement, a six-year effort to 
broaden and deepen the church’s work. 

Preceding the General Assembly, the 
National Convention of the Church will 
be held from Nov. 19 to 23, Principal 
task of this convention will be to create 
a third Synod for Mexico, since it is 
necessary for at least three synods to 
meet together to form a General Assem- 
bly. 


Early Missionaries Honored 


Celebration of the 75th anniversary 
of the coming of the Presbyterians to 
Mexico will honor the names of the 
early missionaries such as Dr. Merle 
Hutchinson, Dr. Henry Thompson, Max 
Phillips, A. Pitkin and Miss Ellen P. 
Allen who landed at Vera Cruz in 1872 
and established the first Presbyterian 
church in Mexico City later the same 
year. 

The Presbyterian Church in Mexico 
became autonomous in 1901, although 
it continues to maintain fraternal rela- 
tions with the Presbyterian Churches in 
the United States. 

Formation of a General Assembly will 
be a historic step in the history of Pres- 
byterianism in Mexico. The only other 
Latin-American country to have a Gen- 
eral Assembly is Brazil. 

It is conservatively estimated that 





*Presbyterian, US, Moderator John 
R. Cunningham is expected to attend 
this meeting, 


W orldwide 
Bible Reading 


Thanksgiving to Christmas 
1947 
““ONE WORLD—ONE BOOK’”’ 


DAILY SELECTIONS 
Thanksgiving, Nov. 27 
Psalm 145 
Fri. Psalm 103 
Sat. John 3:1-21 


“One God” 
“One Blessing” 
“One Birth” 


Sunday, Nov. 30 

John 1:1-18 “One Word” 
Mon. Matt. 5:1-16 “One Discipleship” 
Tues. Matt. 6:19-34 “One Treasure” 
Wed. Psalm 90 “One Dwelling” 
Thurs. John 14:1-21 ‘One Comforter” 
Fri. James 1 “One Wisdom”’ 
Sat. Philip. 2:1-18 “One Mind” 


Sunday, Dec. 7 


John 15:1-17 *One Vine”’ 


Mon. Psalms 91; 121 ‘‘One Keeper” 
Tues. John 17:1-26 “One Prayer” 
Wed. I Cor. 18 “One Love” 


Thurs. Luke 15:1-10; Rom. 1:16, 17 
“One Purpose” 
Fri. Luke 15:11-32 
“One Redemption” 
Sat. Acts 17:16-31 “One Family” 


Universal Bible Sunday, Dec. 14 
Psalm 119:1-19, v. £9, v. 105 
“One Book” 


Mon. Psalm 67 “One People” 
Tues. John 4:5-30 “One Truth” 
Wed. Psalm 19 “One World” 


Thurs. Deut. 5:6-27 “One Law” 
Fri. II Tim. 3:12-4:8 ‘One Crown” 
Sat. Rev. 21:1-7 “One Heaven” 


Sunday, Dec. 21 ‘One Burden-Bearer” 
Isa. 53; Matt. 11:28-30 

Mon. Luke 1:26-38 “One Son’”’ 

Tues. Luke 1:39-56 “One Song” 

Wed. Luke 1:57-80 “One Prophecy” 


Christmas, Dec. 25 “One Savior” 
Isa. 40:1-5; Luke 2:1-20, 10 


For addition free copies of this schedule 
write to 
American Bible Society, Dept. PO, 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 





there are now fifty thousand Presby- 
terians in Mexico. The Presbyterian 
Seminary of Mexico, dating from 1885, 
is located on the outskirts of Mexico 
City and now has twenty candidates for 
the ministry. 


Ask Salary Raise 

St. Johns Presbytery (Fla.) is over- 
turing the 1948 General Assembly to 
request the church’s four executive com- 
mittees to increase the salaries of their 
executive secretaries to at least $7,500. 


B’ham Reformation 
Day Service Draws 


Vigorous Reaction 


Roman Catholics Protest 
Oscar Johnson Address 


The 1948 observance of Reformation 
Day by Protestant Christians brought 
the usual reaction from Roman Catho- 
lic groups, Here and there over the 
nation cries of ‘bigotry’ or ‘‘intoler- 
ance” were raised but nowhere more 
than in Birmingham, 

Alabama Protestants invited C. Oscar 
Johnson, Baptist leader of St. Louis, to 
their city for the day’s celebration. 
Many thousands of people gathered on 
a Sunday afternoon to fill the stands at 
Legion Field in Birmingham while Dr. 
Johnson called for the guaranteeing of 
rights to minority groups and for the 
absolute separation of church and state 
in their particular functions. At the 
beginning of his talk Dr. Johnson said, 
‘“‘We are not here to marshall forces or 
to lead an army, There is enough of 
that elsewhere. ... We would have fel- 
lowship with Roman Catholicism, but 
that has been denied us and we have 
been called intolerant because we dis- 
closed our beliefs the same as they 
have.” 


No Other Gospel. 


It was not Martin Luther who 
founded the Protestant concepts, but 
Jesus Christ, he said. ‘We are preach- 
ing the gospel of Jesus Christ. No other 
gospel can make men free.” Then he 
went on: 


“We believe and affirm together that 
the dignity of human personality was 
God-given, In areas which challenge 
this, much has happened, and human 
personality has been degraded. We be- 
lieve further in the competency of every 
individual life, and we do not feel the 
need for any intermediary between God 
and the individual to seek forgiveness 
and salvation. We believe the right of 
the individual to come before God him- 
self is of the utmost importance. There 
is no need for any other human agent. 

“We believe man can come to God, 
making his own sacrifices from the 
dictates of his heart. No man-made 
hierarchy has dictates over man’s soul. 
We do not believe in the necessity of 
hierarchy in Protestantism or Roman- 
ism to dictate in the areas of the human 
soul which must stand before God it- 


elf, 
‘“‘We believe in the absolute separa- 
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tion of church and state in their par- 
ticular functions, and we believe the 
rights of minority groups must be pro- 
tected and guaranteed. We must guar- 
antee God-given rights to minority 
groups and allow them to hold and ex- 
press their own views regardless of 
whether they are in accord with our 
own.” 


Dr. Johnson said he had _ visited 


Roman Catholic churches to pray and - 


had come away refreshed, but ‘“‘when 
Roman Catholics come to pray with me, 
they must make confession and atone- 
ment for their sin.” 

“Jesus Christ,’ he said, ‘is not 
divided, He is one Lord. Around him 
we can gather and have a spirit of 
unity.”’ 


NCCJ Statement Issued. 


Next day the Birmingham Round 
Table of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews was meeting. In 
that meeting Protestant, Catholic and 
Jewish representatives called on relig- 
ious leaders to meet the threat of 
“sharpened divisions leading to antag- 
onism and acrimony among religious 
communities,” and ‘to set an example 
of patience and goodwill to a _ sorely 
troubled world.” 

‘All who believe in the brotherhood 
of man should now, more than ever be- 
fore, unite to support religion and to 
promote the welfare of the community 
and nation,’’ the group said. ‘There 
are great areas of common belief, con- 
cern and responsibility in which such 
unity is practicable, indeed indispensa- 
ble.”” Then leaders of the three relig- 
ious groups were urged ‘to compose 
such differences as are susceptible of 
resolution and in all things to practice 
understanding and charity.” 


Roman Catholic Men Join In. 


On the following day the Birmingham 
Holy Name Union issued a statement 
charging that Protestant-Catholic har- 
mony had been threatened by what it 
called ‘‘anti-Catholic slurs’’ made by 
Dr. Johnson. This Union, representing 
the Catholic men in the 20 parishes of 
the district, said, ‘‘We do not think that 
Dr. Johnson was expressing the opinions 
and feelings of the Birmingham people. 

We are sorrowed by this unwar- 
ranted accusation against our loyalty 
and will to cooperate. ... It is our hope 
that this occurence will not injure Prot- 
estant-Catholic relations in Birming- 
ham.” 

More specifically, this Holy Name 
statement said: 


“We can understand, although not 
accept, their expression of belief in the 
Bible as ‘the sole’ rule of faith, their 
rejection of sacramental confession and 
forgiveness of sins, and the sacrament 
of Holy Orders or the priesthood. We 
rejoice that the rally took occasion to 
express belief in ‘the dignity and per- 
sonality of man’ and to denounce ‘totali- 
tarianism.’ 

“But we seriously question the pro- 
priety of the visiting Dr. Johnson to 
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turn the sacred occasion into what 
amounted to an attack on the loyalty 
and goodwill of our Catholic people. 
What the doctor had to say... has dis- 


appointed our people. We do not think 


(he) was expressing the opinions and 
feelings of the Birmingham people. 
“For the past quarter of a century, 
the Protestants and Catholics here have 
worked together for the spiritual and 
material welfare of all the people. And 
now, when our national life, and indeed 
the life of the world, is depending on 
the united action of all Christians, we 
are sorrowed by this unwarranted ac- 


cusation against our loyalty and will to 
cooperate. 


‘“Harkening to the often-repeated call 
of His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, to co- 


operate with all people of goodwill, we 


have offered our services and help to 
our non-Catholic neighbors and they 
have been accepted, and we, in turn, 
have asked their services and help and 
have received them. 

“The people of Birmingham well 
know what the Catholic Church has 
done and is doing for the betterment of 
the community, regardless of creed or 
race, in the building of schools, hos- 
pilals, clinics, and orphanages; in co- 
operating in all civic activities in the 
field of welfare work, Red Cross, Com- 
munity Chest, delinquency, anti-tuber- 
culosis, cancer relief, United Jewish 
Appeal, etc. 

“Now that our Protestant-Catholic 
harmony and unity of purpose have been 
threatened by this unfortunate, ill-in- 
formed, and ill-advised attack by a 
minister of the gospel, a_ stranger to 
Birmingham, we feel constrained to 
make this statement and to blush for 
the embarrassment it must have caused 
our fair-minded, intelligent and chari- 
table Protestant neighbors... .” 


Protestant Leaders Answer. 


Following this typical reaction, Prot- 
estant leaders came up with a statement 
of their own, saying that nothing said 
at their Festival of Faith meeting was 
intended as a “‘slur’’ on the Romanists. 
Regrets were expressed if any issue was 
raised by the meeting, and the hope that 
nothing would injure ‘four mutual re- 
lationship as Christian friends and 
neighbors’’ was underscored. 

However, these Protestants did not 
simply express regrets. Said they: 


“The Protestants of Birmingham 
desire that Roman Catholic and Prot- 
estant relations be not only friendly, 
but we covet an atmosphere of mutual 
respect and appreciation as brethren in 
Christ Jesus. We gladly say, ‘If your 
heart is as our heart, give us your 
hand.’ We regret that our Roman 
Catholic friends saw fit to go into the 
public press in such a way as to jeop- 
ardize this relationship, 

“To be sure, Protestant interpreta- 
tions differ at many points from the 
Roman Catholic Church, To state our po- 
sition should in no wise be looked upon 
as a ‘slur’ on the Roman Catholics. Our 
emphases are upon the positive procla- 
mation of what we conceive to be God’s 
eternal and revealed truth. We hold, 
with charity toward all and malice to- 
ward none, our individual right to give 
expression to our position. 

“It strikes us as unfortunate that the 
Birmingham Holy Name Union referred 
to Dr. C. Oscar Johnson, noted Prot- 
estant leader, our invited guest and 
spokesman, as a ‘stranger to Birming- 
ham.’ Never would we seek to create 
a prejudice against a Roman Catholic 
prelate who comes to speak in our midst 
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as a ‘stranger to Birmingham.’ Dr, 
Johnson is an American citizen, a dis- 
tinguished clergyman of one of the 
participating Protestant churches. He 
spoke for the Protestant churches and 
enunciated the principles to which we 
all subscribe. The charge of ‘slur’ was 
a blanket accusation with absolutely no 
quotation from his address in support.” 


They further pointed out that no one 
had suggested any possibility of any 
Roman Catholic’s disloyalty or failure 
to cooperate in community activities; 
all that had been mentioned was in the 
sphere of ecclesiastical cooperation 
where he expressed the wish that Prot- 
estants and Catholics in their churches 
might work together more effectively. 

(See editorial, page 8) 


Dr. Lewis Inaugurated 


Inauguration of Frank Bell Lewis as 
president of Mary Baldwin College was 
set for November 18 -with President 
John R. Cunningham of Davidson Col- 
lege, Moderator of the General Assem- 
bly, as the principal speaker. Repre- 
sentatives of more than 150 educational 
institutions were expected to be in the 
academic procession. 


Dr. Scott on Plan of Reunion 


To the Editors: 

At the request of Dr. J. R. Cunning- 
ham, our Moderator, I am issuing the 
following statement: 

There seems to be some misunder- 
standing or uncertainty regarding the 
status of the Plan of Reunion. The 
General Assembly received the plan ‘‘for 
study and comment only.” Synods, 
presbyteries and congregations were re- 
quested to study the Plan in order that, 
if desired, suggestions and comments 
relative to changes in it might be made 
to the Committee on Cooperation and 
Union through the Stated Clerk. 

The question ‘‘Shall we unite with the 
U. S. A. Church?” was not considered 
by the General Assembly and is not be- 
fore our Church at this time. Groups 
are requested to keep this in mind when 
studying and discussing the Plan. 

Again, let me urge that those who 
desire to suggest changes in the Plan 
send them to me as soon as possible, 
but not later than Feb. 1, 1948. 

E. C. SCOTT, Stated Clerk 
General Assembly. 
Dallas, Texas. 


Federal Council Vote, 39-11 


Since last week’s publication of the 
vote by presbyteries on Southern Pres- 
byterian withdrawal from the Federal 
Council only change are the additions 
of East Alabama Presbytery. voting 
against, 36-10, and Pine Bluff Presby- 
tery* voting for, 14-12. The tabulation 
now shows: 

39 For the Council 

11 Against 

37 Not yet voting. 


*Voted against in 1937-38. 
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INTRODUCING OUR CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 








Are There Differences in ‘US’ and ‘USA’? 


By EDWARD B. PAISLEY* 


ERHAPS SUFFICIENT TIME has elapsed since my 
emigration in the general direction of the North Pole, 
to warrant me, without impropriety, in sharing with 

old comrades some brief account of the climate, landscape 
and inhabitants of the region I now inhabit. I shall deal 
neither in details 
nor statistics, only 
a few general im- 
pressions. All of 
them will be along 
the same line. 

Since coming here 
I have’ repeatedly 
asked myself the 
question: ‘Is there 
any appreciable dif- 
ference between my 
brethren of this 
communion and 
those of that into 
which I was born, 
and where I spent 
so many happy 
years?’ Now that I 
reflect upon it, I am impressed by the fact that it has been 
necessary for me to ask it repeatedly. Perhaps there is 
no easy answer, or perhaps no problem. 

This recalls an incident that happened years ago in a 
little restaurant in Texas. My wife and I had gone in for 
supper. While we were eating, a very self-confident young 
man breezed in and ordered apple pie. When the waitress 
served him, he took one bite and asked belligerently, “Is 
this peach or apple?’”’ With some asperity the young lady 
countered, “‘Can’t you tell the difference?” ‘‘No,’’ he shot 
back, “If I could, I wouldn’t ask you.’ The girl lifted 
her eyebrows, and remarked haughtily, ‘‘Well, then, what 
difference does it make?” 





Dr. Paisley 


Two Differences In Emphasis 


But I have felt some difference. What is it? As nearly 
as I can analyze my feelings, this difference lies mainly at 
two points. I feel that there is a difference of emphasis, 
in attitudes and expressions, concerning the meaning of the 
Christian faith; and, second, with regard to the relative 
location of power within the Presbyterian system of church 
polity. 

My brethren of the South seem to me more uniformly to 
place the emphasis in Christian faith upon a personal and 
more or less private relation of God and man, while tend- 
ing to neglect attention to the ethical implication of this 
relationship within a social order; and I am inclined to 
believe that my brethren of this communion are inclined 
to exactly the reverse. At once I remind myself that all 
such generalizations are very questionable. I have tried 
to answer the question, ‘‘Do you find any reasons to ac- 





*Dr. Paisley, announced here as one of the paper’s new 
contributing editors (Sept. 22), is well known all over 
the Presbyterian Church, US. After pastorates in Texas, 
YMCA work in World War I, graduate work at Yale, edu- 
cational work for the Home Missions Committee in Atlanta, 
he was elected to the faculty of the Assembly’s Training 
School, Richmond, Va. In 1933 he became _ president, 
which position he occupied for 10 years, going from it to 
become secretary of the Division of Home, Church and 
Community on the Christian Education staff of the Presby- 
terian- Church, USA, in Philadelphia. 


éount for this distinction, if it exists?’’ Several occur to 
me. These, however, may be rationalizations. All have 
to do with differences in environment. I remind myself 
that in the South men live in at least the remains of an 
old and established agrarian culture still far more potent 
than in many other sections of our country. In sections 
more densely populated and more industrialized, men have 
been forced to live and to think in terms of social problems. 
Churchmen can no more escape this necessity, nor should 
they try, than can other persons. 

I further reflect that in sections containing dense popu- 
lations, and inhabited by persons of many different religious 
and cultural backgrounds, fewer opportunities exist for 
developing the close personal ties that are both demanded 
by, and the result of living in, small, homogeneous commun- 
nities. As an example of how this affects our two Pres- 
byterian groups, may I note that the USA Church has no 
Montreat, nor is one such center practicable. It also has 
a greater diversity in the source of preparation of its min- 
istry. 

It would seem then to be expected that churchmen liv- 
ing in such different situations would develop some dis- 
tinctiveness in their attitudes and expressions with regard 
to their faith. 


Facing Changing Social Forces 


There is also a by-product possible. I have wondered if 
perhaps my brethren here, forced to face changing social 
conditions which they know they cannot control, do not 
speak and write in less apparent conformity to accepted 
and conventional modes of expressing the Christian faith. 
If so, perhaps this is because they are forced to be hum- 
ble in the interpretation of their faith by the complexity 
of the problem which confronts it, as they struggle to ex- 
press themselves in terms relevant to a life that no lon- 
ger follows patterns of past days. If they become more 
confident in their social pronouncements than in their theo- 
logical statements, it may well be for the same reason that 
those living in the midst of less rapidly changing condi- 
tions, or where this change has begun more recently, may 
be expected to be more confident in their theological than 
in their social opinions. 


Is the distinction then a valid one? I am inclined to 
think it a valid generalization, recognizing that there are 
many exceptions. What does it mean? To me, it means 
that it is a distinction in emphasis rather than in basic 
conviction concerning our faith. I also believe that it is 
occasioned chiefly by different social environments. I am 
led to this conclusion the more strongly because in both 
groups, as I know them, there exist the same grand con- 
victions with regard to faith in our Lord and Savior, and 
loyalty to the Reformed interpretations of this faith. 


General Assembly vs. Presbytery 


The other distinction which I have mentioned lies in the 
practical application of Presbyterian polity. I have been 
impressed with the fact that the USA Church tends to em- 
phasize the authority of General Assembly, rather than 
the authority of presbytery, as compared with the prac- 
tice with which I was familiar in the Southern Church. 
This may be discovered by a comparison of the function of 
the stated clerk in the two bodies; by a comparison of the 
functions of the General Council of the USA Church with 
those of the Stewardship and Finance Committee of the US 
Church; and, perhaps, best of all by a comparison of the 
small number of constitutional amendments affecting the 
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form of Government of the USA Church, with the larger 
number of those made in the Book of Church Order of the 
Southern Church. This distinction, I reflect, is also ex- 
plained by environmental causes. The USA Church as a 
national organization naturally has developed policies 
which provide more efficiency for such an organization. It 
is my conviction that there is no necessary difference at 
this point, since the Presbyterian System offers excellent 
balance between the powers of the highest judicatory and 
those of synod, presbytery and church session. Here again 
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I am reminded that peaches and apples may blend their 
flavors. 

These are private opinions which I have presumed to 
share with those who may read them. I trust that all such 
will receive them as they would if we were engaging in 
that, to me, agreeable communion of fellows, known in the 
parlance of student days as ‘‘a bull session.’”” To sum it 
all up, I have found Presbyterians here. Christians I have 
discovered to be much alike wherever they dwell, and Pres- 
byterians even a little more so. 


John Wesley said it: ‘‘Everything about thee which cost 


more than Christian duty required thee to lay out is— 


The Blood of the Poor 


By H. H. SMITH, Sr.* 


and expressed his desire in these words: ‘I wish to be, 

in every point, great and small, a scriptural, rational 
Christian.” It was his belief that one’s life should be 
thoroughly consecrated to God and that there is no middle 
ground. “I resolved,’’ he said, ‘‘to dedicate all my life to 
God, and all my thoughts and words and actions—being 
thoroughly convinced that there is no medium; but that 
every part of my life (not some only) must either be a 
sacrifice to God or to myself—that is in effect, to the devil.” 
In Wesley’s life stewardship is seen at its best, for he fully 
dedicated to God his time, talents, possessions—everything. 
Once when accused of laying up treasures on earth he re- 
plied: ‘“‘I have two silver teaspoons at London and two at 
Bristol. This is all the plate I have at present, and I 
shall not buy any more while so many around me want 
bread.” 

Wesley’s benevolent heart and sensitive conscience are re- 
vealed in the following incident: ‘‘Many years ago,” he said, 
‘“‘when I was at Oxford, on a cold winter’s day, a young 
maid called upon me. I said: ‘You seem to be half- 
starved; have you nothing to cover you but that thin linen 
gown?’ She said, ‘Sir, it is all I have.’ I put my hand in my 
pocket but found that I had scarce any money left, having 
just paid away what I had. It immediately struck me: 
‘Will the Master say, ‘‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant?”’ Thou hast adorned thy walls with the money 
which might have screened this poor creature from the 


Je WESLEY resolved to be an “out-and-out” Christian 





Omunipresence 


By STELLA BLANCHE STUART* 


When I look out upon a world at harvest 

With fruiting trees and vines and plenteous yields 
Of food designed for every living creature, 

I sense his presence in the ripening field. 


When I look out across a wave-tossed ocean, 
Remembering how the Master walked at sea, 

Upholding fast that faltering one called Peter, 
I almost hear him whisper, ‘‘Come to me.” 


When I look down into a deep rock canyon, 
Which through the ages has been worn quite bare 
By sun and rain and countless dews from heaven, 
I hear the still small voice call to me there. 


When I look up and see a yellow moon 
Shine through a cloud-strip in an ebon sky 
Like soft warm lamplight in the Father’s window, 
I know that God is surely very nigh. 


*Bryan, Texas. 


cold.’ O, justice! O, mercy! Are not these pictures the 
blood of this poor maid? Everything about thee which 
cost more than Christian duty required thee to lay out is 
the blood of the poor.”’ 


Was He Too Strict? 


Was Wesley too strict with himself? Did he have a 
morbid conscience? It is wrong for a Christian to have a 
nice home, and well furnished, if he can afford it? Such a 
home may contribute to his comfort and well-being, and 
enable him the better to serve his fellow-men. Even so, 
when properly understood, Wesley's words are intriguing: 
“Everything about thee which cost more than Christian duty 
required thee to lay out is the blood of the poor.” 

Lack of food and clothing will cause countless multitudes 
in Europe to face disease and death the coming winter, 
and thousands of them could be clothed and fed if those in 
this country who call themselves Christians should refrain 
from spending money except for real necessities and devote 
the amount thus saved to help those who are destitute. One 
can imagine what might happen today if all Christians 
should begin to practice Wesley’s ideals as to the right use 
of money. If those who spend so freely for pleasures and 
amusements—and so niggardly for charity—should ex- 
perience an awkward conscience, the overseas relief agency 
might receive many letters along this line: ‘‘Since realizing 
the dire need for overseas relief, I have been brought face 
to face with the humiliating fact that I have been spending 
far more for pleasure and amusements than I have for 
church and charitable purposes. Hereafter it shall be less 
for amusements and more for charity. I begin now with 
the enclosed check to help those in deep need—and let this 
be an evidence of good faith in keeping the pledge I here- 
with make.” 

If conscience should “have its perfect work,” one can 
imagine a man’s writing the relief agency something like 
this: ‘‘Since reading of the great need of food and clothing 
abroad, I have decided that I can get along very well with- 
out buying a new suit now, and am glad to send the check 
enclosed—the price of the suit.” Another man might write: 
“I have recently been impressed with the sad fact that many 
in Europe may die this winter unless more help is sent from 
this country. Realizing this, I cannot conscientiously take 
the pleasure trip I had planned, and am glad to send the 
enclosed check—about the amount I would have spent.” 


One Woman's Letter 


Some woman might write: ‘I have been stirred and my 
heart made sad since reading of the awful plight of so many 
people overseas. Instead of buying a new coat—which I can 
very well do without—I want to send this check in behalf 
of those poor women who haven’t even a warm dress to 
shield themselves from the winter’s cold.” Another woman 
might write: ‘It gives me very great pleasure to send this 
check. I ask myself, ‘Can it really be true, that report in 
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my church paper which says that some babies overseas 
‘did not have even a manger of straw in which to lay their 
heads; their mothers provided little boxes half-filled with 
sawdust. There was no swaddling clothes in which to wrap 
these infant bodies; they were wrapped in rolls of paper.’ 
When I read those words I felt that it would be wrong for 
me to buy a new dress now—when I can easily do without 
it,—hence the enclosed check.’’ 

Let it be said to the everlasting credit of the American 
churches that they have contributed millions for overseas 
relief; but in all the churches, no doubt, there are many 
who have not yet experienced the joy of sacrificial giving. 
It is perhaps true that, except in a few instances, the con- 
tributions did not represent any real self-denial on the part 
of the giver. If by being more careful in our expeditures 
for food, clothing, recreation—everything, we are enabled 
to give more, and thus save some who might otherwise 
perish,—then we may understand what Wesley had in mind 
when he said: ‘‘Everything about thee which cost more than 


Christian duty required thee to lay out is the blood of the 
poor.”’ 





*Mr. Smith is a retired Methodist minister of Ashland, Va. 


Thanksgiving, 1947 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA 


A PROCLAMATION 


Older than our nation itself is the hallowed custom of 
resting from our labors for one day at harvest time and 
of dedicating that day to expressions of gratitude to Al- 
mighty God for the many blessings which he has heaped 
upon us. Now, as the cycle of the year nears completion, 
it is fitting that we should lift up our hearts again in 
special prayers. 


May our thanksgiving this year be tempered by hu- 
mility, by sympathy for those who lack abundance, and 
by compassion for those in want. As we express appre- 
ciation in prayer for our munificent gifts, may we remem- 
ber that it is more blessed to give than to receive; and 
may we manifest our remembrance of that precept by gen- 


erously sharing our bounty with needy people of other 
nations. 


NOW, THEREFORE, I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, President 
of the United States of America, invite the attention of 
all citizens to the joint resolution of Congress approved 
December 26, 1941, which designates the fourth Thursday 
in November of each year as Thanksgiving Day; I pro- 
claim Thursday, November 27, 1947, as a day of national 
thanksgiving; and I call upon the people of the United 
States of every faith to consecrate that day to thoughts 
of gratitude, acts of devotion, and a firm resolve to assist 
in the efforts being made by religious groups and other 
bodies to aid the undernourished, the sick, the aged, and 
all sufferers in war-devastated lands. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 


and caused the Seal of the United States of America to 
be affixed. 


DONE at the City of Washington this tenth day of No- 
vember, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
forty-seven, and of the Independence of the United States 
of America, the one hundred and seventy-second. 


HARRY S. TRUMAN. 
By the President: 
G. C. MARSHALL, 


Secretary of State. 
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PRESSVTERION PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 





This is MY 
Program of Progress 


These are my spiritual objectives, the practice of which 
will lead me automatically to fulfilling my financial 
objectives of the Program of Progress. 


EVANGELISM. .... 2... a Visitation Evangelism 
campaign in my church 
with a goal of one member 
for each six now on our 
rolls. 


CHURCH ATTENDANCE—and Christian Growth: a 
steady effort on my part 
toward loyalty and the 
growth of fellowship 
through service. 


CG i ae caewnduagncaws To check my community 
so that no area may be 
overlooked which offers 
an opportunity for Chris- 
tian Service. 


STEWARDSSHIP.......... The commitment of my 
own life my time 
my ability 
my possessions . . . for 
the service of my Lord 
through His Church.”’ 


As a CHURCH we are pledged to this program. The 
success of the program will depend upon EACH IN- 
DIVIDUAL CHURCH. 


If a Program of Progress Committee has been set up 
in your church, won’t you go to its members, or to your 
pastor, and offer your services? If your Program of 
Progress Committee is NOT yet functioning, won’t you 
write us today for suggestions that will help you in 
organizing? 


Your prayers and your efforts are vital to this pro- 
gram. This is your Program of Progress? 


Presbyterian 
Program of Progress 


Roy LeCraw, Director 
803 Henry Grady Bldg., Atlanta, Georgia 
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EDITORIAL 





Birmingham’s Controversy 

Recent activities in Birmingham fol- 
lowing the Reformation Day observance 
indicate something of what Protestants 
are up against when they set forth their 
convictions (See pp. 3-4). Immediately 
Roman Catholics rush into print in the 
role of martyrs. They understand 
group psychology, and they know how 
many people they can appeal to on broad 
grounds of so-called “‘tolerance.’’ They 
also know they can build up a strong 
case because of the general unaware- 
ness (even among many Protestants) 
of some of the reasons behind the Prot- 
estant faith. 

In the Birmingham case it is interest- 
ing to observe the technique of the Holy 
Name Union in beclouding the issue by 
unworthy efforts to set the Protestant 
speaker off in the eyes of the public 
as a “stranger” while they quote in the 
same statement from their Pope in far- 
away Rome. Obviously, he is no stranger 
in Birmingham. It is instructive also 
to see how this slight excuse is jumped 
at in an effort to outline a long list of 
Romanist activities in the city, thereby 
gaining the maximum of publicity value 
from the effort. 

Some very embarrassing questions 
could be asked these Holy Name mem- 
bers. Birmingham people really ought 
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to know the answers to such questions 
as what position Romanists take in 
Catholic-dominated countries on the 
matter of tolerance. A few questions 
could be asked about Spain, where 
Roman Catholics have a chance to show 
what can be done in a country where 
they can determine the issue (OUT- 
LOOK, October 27); or we could spend 
a long while in South America on the 
same line. 


Seminaries and Radio 


Candidates for the ministry at the 
leading Southern Baptist seminary will 
receive training in the technique of 
radio preaching and in various uses of 
radio in the service of the Christian 
gospel, thanks to a $25,000 gift by a 
generous Baptist (See page 10). 

A studio has been prepared on the 
seminary campus and the facilities of 
the powerful Louisville station, WHAS, 
will be available in this program. Three 
main purposes of this venture are listed: 
Service to churches through recordings: 
originating broadcasts which will be ca'- 
ried by commercial stations, and train- 
ing preachers in radio preaching. 

With the large place occupied by 
radio and in view of the fact that good 
training is required if this means is to 
be used effectively, this step in Louis- 
ville would seem to be a model for every 
American theological school. In each 
city where there are seminaries it would 
seem that similar arrangements could 
be made with radio stations. In addi- 
tion to the training afforded students, 
a seminary can multiply its service 
many times over by a regular and effec- 
tive use of such equipment. Faculty, 
students and allies of the institutions 
can bring vast benefits to the religious 
life of a city. 

With the advent of Frequency Modu- 
lation and the relative low cost of own- 
ing and operating FM stations, many 
such institutions no doubt will come 
to have their own equipment. 

The stimulation of such provisions at 
each of our four seminaries might well 
be a project for our Assembly’s Radio 
Committee. 


GUEST EDITORS 


CWS and Thanksgiving 


Once more, and with an increasing 
sense of urgency, the churches of 
America join in a united Thanksgiving 
appeal on behalf of overseas relief. 





As Christians we cannot indulge in a 
feast of thankfulness while children die 
of hunger. We cannot enjoy our new 
garments and forget the ill and the aged 
who shiver in heatless rooms without 
proper bedding and clothing. We can- 
not bow in sincere prayer, unmindful 
of those who must carry on their faith 
without benefit of church buildings, 
Bibles, hymnals, or even pastoral leader- 
ship. “/ 

The need is sufficiently emphasized in 
any daily paper. The Christian impera- 
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tive, too, needs no amplification. The 
facts which church leaders should make 
very clear to the people both within and 
outside the church are these: 

1. The churches of America have in 
Church World Service set up an official 
interdenominational channel for sending 
their gifts overseas. If you belong to 
any of the major Protestant denomina- 
tions or to one of several of the Ortho- 
dox groups, then this is your official 
relief channel. 

2. Service is prompt and efficient, and 
distribution is without discrimination as 
to race, creed or political conviction. 
Last year losses from all causes were 
under one-half of one per cent, and this 
fully covered by insurance. Because 
existing church and mission personnel 
are used, administrative costs have been 
kept at the amazingly low figure of less 
than 14%%. Service is worldwide, 
reaching nearly 40 countries. 

3. The American churches this year 
are committed to a program of 12 mil- 
lion dollars for this cooperative pro- 
gram. We have not yet reached this 
goal. Mary urgent tasks must remain 
undone unless American Christians re 
spond with an unprecedented demon- 
stration of Christian love and zeal in 
the last weeks of 1947. Continuing 
gifts of good clothing, bedding, shoes 
are highly important. 

4. Hundreds of letters attest that 
“Church gifts mean more,” giving a 
spiritual lift and a sense of personai 
Christian fellowship. Because they are 
administered through church and mis 
sion personnel, they tend, too, to make 
the church central in the rebuilding 
communities and in the lives and hearts 
of the people. 

In these days of multiplicity of gov- 
ernmental and secular appeals, it is im- 
perative to emphasize the place of the 
church as the most desirable channel for 
giving —ELSIE THOMAS CULVER, 
for Church World Service. 





Are You a Communist? 


Norman Corwin, radio producer, who 
has been smeared frequently, like most 
other liberals, as a “Communist” or 
“fellow-traveler,” is to be congratulated 
for the fighting speech he recently made 
against what he called a dangerous na- 
tional wave of bigotry. He declared 
that encroachments on freedom of 
thought had reached a point in this 
country where the only solution was an 
intensive public resort to legislative and 
court action. Among other apt observa- 
tions he made a logical point when he 
said that if the popular charge that 
membership in an organization con- 
taining some communists were a cri- 
terion of undesirability, then the en- 
tire United States was culpable because 
of its membership in the United Nations. 
“One could spend hours merely listing 
the atrocities against freedom of ex- 
pression, in the atttempt to control 
though, which have been committed in 
this country in the past year,” he said. 
“According to the standards of those 
who would. control American thought, 
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any opponent of the policies, ethics, and 
practices of the right wing of the Re- 
publican party the Southern Democrats, 
or the advocates of Anglo-Saxon white 
supremacy is either a Communist, a fel- 
low traveler, or unconsciously under 
Moscow’s hypnotic influence.’’ ‘ 
And he was correct in assessing the 
idiocy of the present witch-hunting 
hysteria in the following words: 


“If you fight for lower rents, higher 
wages, better working conditions; if 
you are against silicosis in the mines or 
fraudulent advertising; if you favor 
health insurance and protection of the 
rights of foreign born; if you favor con- 
sumer cooperatives and fair employ- 
ment practices; if you are for equal op- 
portunity in education; if you are 
against Jim Crowism and the poll tax; 
if you are for foreign cultural exchange; 
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if you stand for one world or any of 
the doctrines tributary to it—then you 
are suspect of participation in a colossal 
international Communist front.’”—THE 
CHURCHMAN. 


Catholics Become Protestants 


The Omaha Council of Churches has 
collected data from 66 churches of that 
city and discovers that one Protestant 
joins the Roman Catholic church to 
every 5.5 Catholics joining Protestant 
churches. The period studied ran from 
June ’46 to June ’47. Reports showed 
that during that time 21 Protestants 
were converted to Catholicism and 121 
Roman Catholics were accepted into 
Protestant churches. Of the churches 
reporting only two said they had more 
losses to Roman Catholicism than gains. 
—MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE. 





GOD’S SUBSTITUTE 


A Thanksgiving Meditation, Chiefly by John Calvin 
By KENNETH J. TOREMAN 





“As we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all men, and especially to those 
who are of the household of faith.”— 
Galatians 6:10. 


he penned some lines which might 
well be re-read at every Thanks- 
giving season. 


I ONE OF CALVIN’S high moments 


“The Lord commands us to do good 
unto all men, universally,’’ he writes, 
“a great part of whom are very unde- 
serving; but here the Scripture assists 
us with an excellent rule, when it in- 
culeates, that we must not regard the 
intrinsic merit of men, but must con- 
sider the image of God in them, to 
which we owe all possible honor and 
love; but that this image is most care- 
fully to be observed in them ‘who are 
of the household of faith,’ inasmuch as 
it is renewed and restored by the Spiri! 
of Christ. Whoever, therefore, is pre- 
sented to you that needs your kind 
Offices, you have no reason to refuse him 
your assistance. Say that he is 
contemptible and worthless; but the 
Lord shows him to be one whom he has 
deigned to grace with his own image 
Say that you are obliged to him for 
ho services; but God has made him, as 
it were, his substitute. Say that 
he is unworthy of your making the 
smallest exertion on his account; but the 
image of God, by which he is recom- 
mended to you, deserves your surrender 
of yourself and all you possess. : 
The man deserved, you will say, very 
different treatment from me. But what 
has the Lord deserved? who, when he 
commands you to forgive men all their 
offenses against you, certainly intends 
that they should be charged to himself. 
This is the only way of attaining that 
which is not only difficult, but utteriy 
repugnant to the nature of man—to love 
them who hate us, to requite injuries 


with kindnesses, and to return blessings 
for curses. We should remember, that 
we must not reflect on the wickedness 
of men, but contemplate the divine 
image in them; which, concealing ard 
obliterating their faults, by its beauty 
and dignity allures us to embrace them 
in the arms of our love.’ (Institutes, 
III. vii. 6. Black face ours.) 


T THE THANKSGIVING SEASON 

a melancholy procession of needy 

creatures passes before our eyes: 
the hapless millions in Europe, orphans 
of the war; orphans in our Homes or 
without homes of any sort; wards of the 
Red Cross, the Community Chest; mis- 
sions of our church near and far; the 
distressed and dispossessed of the earth. 
It is a blind and deaf person indeed 
who neither sees nor hears the misery 
of the world. Most Americans will 
respond in some degree or other. There 
will be giving everywhere, and let us 
pray it may be bountiful; but how much 
of it will be Thanksgiving? 

True thanks-giving is a Christian 
grace. Aside, of course, from the mere 
vulgar selfishness that will mark many 
an American’s day, even the giving is 
not always thanks-giving. There is a 
kind of generosity which merely follows 
the crowd—what is our quota, what do 
you expect, what are people giving this 
year? There is another sort of giving 
which is pure duty, prompted by shame- 
faced discomfort, rewarded by a smooth 
feeling of duty done. There is a kind 
of giving which is simply investment, 
whether the low motive of the giver who 
regards his gifts as a sort of social in- 
surance against riots and revolution, or 
the lower motive of the man who hopes 
thereby to save some income tax, or the 
motive lower still (for the expected in- 
terest rate is higher) of hoping for a 
handsome celestial mansion as eventual 
payment, 
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HE GENUINE, and far too rare, 
Christian grace of thanks-giving is 
something quite different. As Cal- 

vin said, there is only one way to get 
beyond the often repellent faces and 
lives of those we are called on to help. 
What have they done for us? Noth- 
ing. What do they deserve? Noth- 
ivgzg, mayoe. How much generosity do 
they personally inspire in our heart? 
Very little. But that is not the point. 
Only a Christian heart can begin to 
realize the unsearchable riches of Gcd 
that have been poured out around him: 
and only a Christian can see beneaih 
the poor surface of men, and to decipher 
even in wicked men the Image of God. 
Gratitude is never genuine unless it 
grows up into desire to do somethi’.g 
in return. “Thank you, God, please 
give me more,” is not the cry of the 
grateful heart. ‘‘What shall I render 
unto the Lord for all his benefits?” is 
the question. We can do nothing for 
God, directly. If God would knock at 
our door, how welcome he would be! 
There will be a knock at the door, but 
the sorry figure standing there will not 
be God, he will not even look like God. 
But if only the true Flame is in the 
heart, by its light one can see who the 
visitor is—God’s substitute. 





| We Presbyterians 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND 





5. WILLIAM McELWEE MILLER 

Bill Miller, as he is affectionately 
known to a host of friends in both the 
Presbyterian US, and USA churches, is 
one of the few missionaries, if not the 
only one, who has given his service 
through one branch of our Presbyterian 
family while retaining his membership 
in another branch. In fact, in 1984 
Bill was a commissioner from Lexing- 
ton Presbytery, US, to the General As- 
sembly in session at Montreat and a 
representative of the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States of America to its Gen- 
eral Assembly, which met the week fol- 
lowing. 

Born in Middlesboro, Ky., Bill is an 
alumnus of Washington and Lee and of 
Princeton Theological Seminary. After a 
short term as a professor and director of 
religious work at Marion, Ala., Bill was 
licensed and ordained by Lexington 
Presbytery and made Lexington, Va., his 
home address while working overseas 
with the Y. M. C. A. during the first 
World War. Considered by many as 
the spiritual successor of Robert Wilder 
of the Student Volunteer Movement, 
Bill went to Persia in 1918 under the 
board of foreign missions of the North- 
ern Presbyterian Church. Yet all the 
while he has remained a distinguished 
and loyal member of Lexington #’resby- 
tery, US, in good and regular stan.ling 
and has never been asked to change 
his affiliation to a USA Presbytery, 
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CHURCH NEWS 


UMT Disapproved by 
Kentucky Presbytery 


Kentucky News Letter 





Louisville Presbytery, at its recent 
meeting in Glasgow, voted 28-18 against 
the Universal Military Training plan 
which is being sponsored by the federal 
government at Fort Knox, near Louis- 
ville. Immediately afterwards, Chap- 
lain Maury Hundley, Jr., extended an 
invitation to the presbytery to visit Fort 
Knox as guests of the government. The 
presbytery accepted the invitation and 


set November 21 as the day for the 
trip. One elder from a_ Louisville 
church registered a_ strong protest 


against the presbytery’s vote on UMT 
on the ground that the church had no 
business seeking to dictate to the gov- 
ernment on its conduct of the army. 


New Constitution Hopes Dashed 
By 170,000-120,000 Vote 


Christian Endeavor young people of 
the First Church, Louisville, recently 
heard Attorneys Alex Humphrey and 
T. Kennedy Helm discuss the question, 
“Should Kentucky Call a Constitutiona! 
Convention?” Before the discussion the 
young people voted 20-1 against such a 
convention. Afterwards they voted 
14-6 against. On the first Tuesday in 
November, however, Kentuckians voted 
170,090 to 120,000 against. People feel 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


that the defeat is a significant one. Ad- 
vocates of the new constitution did not 
hesitate to charge during the campaigu 
that the liquor interests were spending 
hugh sums to defeat the effort in their 
fear of injury to their business. Now 
it will be necessary to amend the present 
constitution (a maximum of two amend- 
ments very four years) by men who are 
politicians and not always statesmen. 
Discouraged losers feel that it will take 
practically a lifetime to get anything 
constructive accomplished. 


Two Cars Sent to Join 
Friendship Train for Europe 

Louisville did its part by the Friend- 
ship Train for Europe by sending two 
carloads northward to Chicago to join 
the imposing procession en route from 
California. One car was filled with 
$4,500 worth of macaroni and the other 
carried flour valued at $4,000. The 
Louisville Board of Trade received the 
gifts and the Council of Churches as- 
sisted in collecting funds. 


Baptist Seminary Gets 
Gift of Radio Studio 


President Ellis Fuller, of the South- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, recently accepted the gift of 
a radio studio which will be used in 
connection with WHAS programs. An 
anonymous donor gave $25,000 to make 
this possible in appreciation of the 
ministry of former Professor Kyle Yates, 
now pastor in Houston, Texas. With 
his characteristic enthusiasm, Dr. Fuller 
said, ‘“‘This is the hour for which the 








QUEENS COLLEGE 


Queens’ Student Personnel Program | 
stresses the importance of the individ- 
ual in the Christian arts college. 


Charlotte 7, N. C. 


Hunter B. Blakely, President 














Davidson College 


Sustains Christian Ideals 


in a World of Changing Values 


John R. Cunningham, President 











1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1947 


A Christian Liberal Arts College 
With One Hundred and Seventy-Two 
Years of Notable Educational Service 
Enroll Now for 1948-1949 
Edgar G. Gammon, President, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 


— 
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seminary has waited since it was 
founded nearly ninety years ago. Now 
it can take its message directly to the 
people everywhere.’ Ellis Fuller, by 
the way, has strong Presbyterian con- 
nections. He says his beloved mother 
went to Heaven in a Presbyterian 
chariot, and he himself went into the 
Baptist ministry from Presbyterian Col- 
lege in South Carolina. 


Speaker Warns of Dangers 
If America Does Not Change 


Nothing but a return to the old time 
religion will set this country straight, 
members of the Kentucky Christian 
Citizenship Council and the Louisville 
Christian Civic League were told te- 
cently. The trouble is the same that 
faced the Jews of old, said W. Earl 
Hotalen, Birmingham author, editor and 
lecturer. The consequences will be the 
same, he said, as those which came to 
them. ‘‘When the Jews sinned against 
God in the same ways, but in a lesser 
degree, as Americans are sinning now, 
God punished them, even though they 
were ‘the chosen race,’ by permitting 
the heathen, idol-worshipping nation of 
Babyon to invade and conquer them. 
He liquidated their self-government and 
delivered them over to the Babylonians 
for 70 years of slavery.’’ The Jews’ sins 
were idolatry, drunkenness and im- 
morality, he went on. Modern idolatry 
in America is ‘‘our love of money”; 
“more than 58,000,000 of our men and 
women over 15 years of age have ae- 
quired the liquor habit’; ‘immorality 
is in the movies, in the popular litera- 
ture . . . in the air all around us.” To- 
day, he said, “the greatest and guiltiest 
sinner in all the world is Uncle Sam. 
Our most urgent, desperate need is to 
repent of our sins and to seek from 
God, not from corrupt politicians, the 
right way of life.” 

Cc. G. GUNN. 

Louisville. 


Council Film Library 
Completes First Year 


Louisville, Ky. (RNS)—Completing 
its first full year of service, the Film 
Library of the Louisville Council of 
Churches now boasts 50 members, 28 
of whom have been in the organization 
the entire time. 

During the year 117 subjects having 
a total of 177 reels were distributed. 
The library was organized to provide 
films on religious subjects to church 
groups at a cost within reach of all. 





Why quarrel with a man to whom 
sincerity and insincerity mean the same 
thing? 





RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE 
SCHOOL 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 


Fully accredited senior high school 
Christian influences. Moderate rates, 
Work opportunities, Scholarship aid. 











Dr. George C. Bellingrath, President 
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Florida Churches Conduct 
Monthly Visitation Program 


Florida News Letter 


Following a highly successful visita- 
tion evangelism program conducted in 
October, the fourteen Presbyterian 
churches of the lower east coast of 
Florida are engaging in monthly visita- 
tion programs. The first effort, directed 
by Professor Cecil Thompson of Colum- 
bia Seminary, with Daniel Iverson as 
local chairman, resulted in more than 
600 new members uniting with the 
churches. In January the Tampa Bay 
area will conduct a similar campaign 
led by Assembly’s Director H. H. 
Thompson, with E. S. Campbell as local 
chairman. 


Miami Church Council 
Takes Two Big Projects 

Miami’s Council of Churches has 
launched “its two most significant pro- 
jects,’ in the judgment of local leaders. 
These are: Plans to secure a full-time 
executive secretary to plan and coordi- 
nate the cooperative work of the 
churches, and the establishing of a Prot- 
estant Welfare Service. Plans for the 
welfare service have been favorably re- 
ceived and the appeal will have its place 
in next year’s budget of the Community 
Chest. 


Three New Churches 
Organized Recently 

The Everglades church of Belle Glade 
was organized by St. Johns Presbytery, 
under the leadership of A. R. Larrick, 
executive secretary. This church was 
sponsored as a Sunday School by the 
Memorial church of West Palm Beach 
before the day came for its organization. 

A new church in the Sulphur 

Springs area of Tampa is being planned. 
.., Last summer a new church with an 
initial membership of about 40 was 
established at Coral Gables with B. M. 
Larson as pastor. Presbyterianism in 
Florida seems to be keeping pace with 
its growing opportunity. 


Miscellany 
Presbyterian churches of Greater 
Miami conducted a joint leadership 


school at Northeast church in Miami 
Shores recently. President J. McDowell 
Richards of Columbia Seminary con- 
ducted the Bible hour with a course in 
the Lord’s Prayer. . . . Orlando’s First 
church plans to hold a leadership school 
just before the Religious Education 
Field Council meets there in January. 
.:.G. Raymond Womeldorf, missionary 
to China, is visiting in Florida at the 
Present time in the interest of the Pro- 
gram of Progress. 
Miami, GEORGE H. RICKS. 





St. Catherine’s 


An Episcopal country school. Grad- 
uates in leading eastern colleges. Also 
general course. Music and Art. Fire- 
Proof buildings. Riding and other out- 
door activities all year. Pool. 
Founded 1890. 

Mrs. Jeffrey R. Brackett, Headmistress 
Box Z, Richmond, Va. 
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. : : 
BIRMINGHAM PROTESTANTS RALLY (Story on page 3)—At the top 
is a part of the crowd attending the recent Protestant Festival of Faith 


at Legion Field, Birmingham. In the bottom picture are some of the 


ministers who participated in the service when C. Oscar Johnson, Baptist 
leader of St. Louis, spoke—Photo Courtesy Birmingham Age-Herald. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses leading to A. A. or A. S. Degree 
Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th grades. 
Veterans Refresher. 
Two years Business Administration. 
Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial. Instructor Rating. 
Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 
Apartments available for married students. 
Registration fee $5.00 
Box B-4, Maxton, N. C. 














Southwestern at Memphis 


Announces that a limited number of well prepared students with serious 
purpose, including some dormitory residents, may be admitted for the second 
semester, beginning February 3, 1948, since a number of those now in at- 
tendance, because of the accelerated summer program of twelve weeks, will 
have completed their courses at that time. 

Beginning classes in the laboratory sciences, French, Spanish, English, 
mathematics, Bible, speech, history, and econumics will be open to such stu- 
dents. Those transferring from other colleges may enter advanced classes for 
which they are prepared. 

Applications for admission in September, 1948, are now being received 
and will be acted upon as promptly as possible. Early applications receive 
priority. 

Address inquiries to The Registrar 
Southwestern at Memphis 
Memphis 12, Tennessee 
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The Nemesis of Nations 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





HE PROPHETS of Israel consis- 

tently warned the nations that 

pride would be their destruction. 
Sometimes they warned against the 
pride of self-sufficiency and sometimes 
against the pride of a false sense of 
security. Babylon, declared one of the 
prophets, boasted: “I sit as a Queen and 
will never know sorrow.’”’ The same 
prophet predicted that this very sense 
of security would bring disaster: ‘In 
one moment will her sorrow come.” 

These prophetic warnings may well 
be heeded by our own nation, which has 
acquired a degree of power which 
makes the majesty of Egypt and Baby- 
lon look puny in comparison. It is al- 
ready apparent how our power and our 
favored position in the world are tempt- 
ing us to pride and vainglory. 

We assume that we are more virtu- 
ous than other nations. We ask cap- 
tious questions about the peoples of 
Europe, wondering whether they are 
poor because they are not as diligent 
as we. We pretend to be afraid that 
by giving them relief we will encour- 
age them in laziness. 

We assume also that our form of 
democracy is better and purer than that 


of any other nation; and we suggest 


that we are wealthy and strong because 


we are such good democrats. We in- 
sinuate that the poorer nations of the 
world, all of whom have gone in for 
more planning of their economic life 
than we, have corrupted their virtue by 
this “socialism’’; and we hint that 
their poverty is due to their social or- 
ganization. 


It does not occur to us that they 
may have a stronger sense of commun- 
ity than we, precisely because they are 
poor. For poor people must share their 
goods with a more precise sense of 
equity than those more favored. 

It is this moral and spiritual pride 
of America which may become our un- 
doing exactly as the prophets predicted. 
It isolates us from the rest of the world. 
It robs us of allies. The very char- 
acteristics of our national life which we 
regard as the proof of our virtue and 
the source of our power are suspect in 
the rest of the world. 

The Communist propaganda against 
us is undoubtedly malicious and false 
But it gains some credence because our 
extravagant individualism and worship 
of material prosperity give the Com- 
munist propaganda a chance to dis- 
credit us. 

Every spiritual resource of a nation 
as powerful as ours will be required to 








trade. 


is possible. 





CHILDREN ARE STARVING IN CHINA 


Individuals and groups can 
change them from little, thin, pitiful creatures, who look 
as if a strong wind could blow them away, into robust, 
healthy children. 
tion and provide schooiing and training in some useful 
It will give the child a strong personal belief in 
Jesus and His Way of Life. 
phasized in all of CCF’s 55 orphanages. 
adoption is ten dollars a month and a specific child is 
assigned the contributor, the child’s name, 
picture are furnished and correspondence with the child 


For information, 
China's Children’s Fund, Inc., Richmond 4, Virginia 


“adopt” such children and 


Your adoption will save from starva- 
Christian teaching is em- 
The cost of an 


address and 


write to: Dr. J. Calvitt Clarke, 
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Controlled by the Synods of 


® in your Church Budget 
® in your Sunday School 
onee a month 





| MALCOLM A. MACDONALD, PRESIDENT, Clinton, South Carolina 


THORNWELL 


A GREAT NAME IN THE FIELD OF CHILD CARE 
* HOME AND SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN 


Founded 1875 
WE TRAIN FOR LIFE 


FLORIDA — GEORGIA 
REMEMBER THORNWELL 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


AY) 


me 


in your Auxiliaries 
* in your Prayers 
* at Thanksgiving 
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preserve a decent sense of humility, 
This humility must express itself par- 
ticularly in the recognition of the fact 
that many of our advantages have come 
to us “by grace’; by the wealth of 
our natural resources and the advan 
tages of a continental economy; and not 
by our virtue at all. 


One is reminded of the parable of 
the tree which grew higher than al] 
other trees ‘‘and became exalted in its 
height’? and forgot that ‘‘the deep set 
it on high and the waters made it 
great.”’ It would therefore be destroyed 
“to the end that none of the trees by 
the waters exalt themselves because of 
their height—for they are all delivered 
unto death.’’—(Copyright, 1947, by 
RNS.) 


CAMPUS NEWS 





Maryville Sets Four 
Building Objectives 


Plans are going forward at Maryville 
College in Tennessee which are expected 
to accomplish four objectives: Securing 
funds to replace the chapel which 
burned last March; building a Fine Arts 
Center for which a gift has been previ- 
ously announced; providing funds for 
the erection of a woman’s dormitory 
and a science building. Donors of the 
gift for the Fine Arts Center, President 
Lloyd has announced, are Mr. and Mrs. 
Glen Alfred Lloyd of Chicago. 


Seminary “Friends” Elect 
Mrs. Hines New Chairman 


At their second annual meeting 
at Union Seminary, Richmond, “The 
Friends of the Seminary” elected Mrs. 
E. C. Hines, Jr., Sanford, N. C., as their 
new chairman, succeeding Miss Louise 
Davidson, Bethesda, Md., who now be- 
comes vice-chairman-at-large. Projects 
adopted by the “friends” for 1948 in- 
clude underwriting a program of enlist- 
ment for church vocations to the extent 
of $1,000, and refurnishing the dormi- 
tory rooms on the fourth floor of Watts 
Hall. This latter step will be required, 
it was stated, because registrations for 
next year far exceed the seminary’s 
present capacity. 


Charles Reigner Establishes 
Seminary Book Collection 

Charles G. Reignor, president of a 
Baitimore publishing house, has con- 


_tributed $1,000 as an initial gift toward 


the establishment of a collection of 
books dealing with the ecumenical 
movement. Library officials say this, 
with subsequent gifts, will enable the 
seminary to build a collection of litera- 
ture on the movement ‘‘second to none 
in the United States.’”’ Mr. Reigner is 
the father of the Rev. Paul W. Reigner, 
a member of the class of 1943 at Union 
Seminary, now taking graduate work at 
Princeton after his service as a Navy 
chaplain, 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


The Proof of a Christian 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 30 


{ John 4:15-21; 5:10-13; II John 4-6 


(Quotations are from the Revised 
Standard Version) 

What is the proof of a Christian? 
In the passages set before us, John, the 
peloved disciple, writing after all the 
other apostles had gone to their reward, 
and after he had meditated long and 
well on the significance of Jesus’ life 
and teaching, sets before us three char- 
acteristics of a Christian: three proofs, 
we might say, of a Christian. They are 
are intended as an exhaustive list, but 
they are certainly suggestive. 


{. Confessing Christ, 4:15-16; 5:10-13 


“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the 
Son of God... .” 
The church in all ages has understood 


‘this to require a public confession of 


one’s faith in Jesus as divine Savior and 
Lord. ‘‘For man believes with his heart 
and so is justified,’ says Paul, ‘‘and he 
confesses with his lips and so is saved’”’ 
(Rom. 10:10). And Jesus said, ‘‘Every 
one who acknowledges me before men, 
I also will acknowledge before my 
Father who is in heaven, but whoever 
denies me before men, I also will deny 
before my Father who is in heaven’ 
(Mt. 10:32-33). 

If one becomes a Christian only as 
he thus publicly confesses his faith in 
Jesus the primary aim of the church, 
including all its agencies and all its 
activities should be to induce men to 
make such a confession. In every age 
evangelism is the fundamental task of 
the church. 

But a confession with one’s lips is not 
enough. The example of Judas (John 
8:70) shows that a merely external con- 
fession is ineffectual. It must be a con- 
fession in deeds as weil asin words. As 
Herbert L. Willett, Jr., puts it: ‘‘Con- 
fession of Jesus requires the absorption 


. of him to the exclusion of everything 


antagonistic. Few may succeed in cast- 
ing out all that is unworthy, but the 
attempt to be Christlike is a long step, 
while the claim of achievement is a 
pretty good sign of blind self-delusion.”’ 
(The Twentieth Century Quarterly.) 
The confession which John has in mind 
is a confession sealed bv one’s life. It is 
a recognition and accentance of the love 
of God revealed in Christ. That is made 
Plain by the passage as a whole. 

It is true, John says in vs. 12, that 
no man has actually beheld God, but, he 
continues in vs. 14, we, the apostles, 
have beheld and bear witness that the 
Father has sent his Son. . . . The divine 
in its essence may be beyond our reach, 
but we have a perfect revelation of God 
in Jesus Christ: the character of Jesus 


is the character of God, the will of Jesus 
is the will of God; Jesus is the Son of 
God, whom he has sent to be the Savior 
of the world. 

If God’s love is revealed in Jesus, 
it follows that the love of God is recog- 
nized and appropriated by faith in Jesus. 
“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God abides in him and he 
in God.’ In truly eonfessing Christ. 
we know and have believed in the love 
which God has for us. In other words, 
if we believe in Christ, we believe and 
accept God’s love for man, the love 
which he has for us. And so John re- 
turns to the original point—-God is love 
and he that abideth in love abideth in 
God and God abideth in him. He has 
pointed out, however, that Jesus is the 
supreme manifestation of God’s love, 
and that we have opened our hearts 
fully to that love only 2s we accept and 
confess him as Savio: of the world. 
It is only, therefore, as we abide in 
Christ that God in fullest measure 
abides in us. 

If a true confession of Christ means 
that God abides in us and that we abide 
in him, then it becomes very clear that 
evangelism is not the sole task of the 
church; it must prepare its children and 
youth for membership, it must train 
its adult members in the meaning of 
discipleship. Is it fu'filling its task ade- 
quately at the present time? How could 
it do better? 

In 5:10-13 John returns to the matter 
of faith in Jesus. ‘‘I'e who believes in 
the Son of God has the testimony in him- 
self,” i. e., the testimony or witness of 
God to the believer that his faith, his 
confidence is not misplaced. ‘‘Faith may 
be regarded by some as a great venture,”’ 
writes Charles R. Erdman, ‘‘but one who 
casts himself wholly upon Christ, one 
who not only believes statements about 
him, but who believes ‘on’ him comes 
to possess a direct and deepening con- 
sciousness that the onject of his trust 
is none other than a divine Savior. He 
has a sense of cleansing and pardon, of 
acceptance with God, of peace and power 
and victory, and this experimental 
knowledge of Christ confirms the belief 
that he is indeed the ‘Son of God.’”’ 
(The General Epistles, published by 
Westminster Press.) Or as Dr. Plum- 
mer has put it, “The external witness 
faithfully accepted becomes internal cer- 
titude.”’ 

On the other hand. a man who does 
not believe God’s revelation in Jesus 
Christ, who does not accept the divine 
offer of love through Jesus Christ, has 
closed his mind to the voice of God, 
has rejected the divine testimony, has 


13 


in effect made him a liar, because he 
has not believed in the testimony that 
God has borne to his Son (e. g., in the 
resurrection or in almost two thousand 
years of Christian experience). ‘And 
this is the testimony” that comes to us 
from Jesus, through the Apostles, con- 
firmed now by the facts of Christian his- 
tory, that ‘‘God gave us eternal life (life 
in its fullest sense here and hereafter), 
and this life is in his Son. He who has 
the Son has life (rea! life which is life 
indeed, a life which shail endure through 
all eternity); he who has not the Son 
has not life.” 

This whole epistle, John states in vs. 
13, has been written to “you who be- 
lieve in the name of the Son of God, 
that you may know that you have eter- 
nal life.” But a genuine confession by 
word and deed that Jesus is the Son of 
God is only one test of the Christian life, 
only one ground of assurance. There is 
a second test: 


II. Conquering Our Fears, 4:17-18 


“God is love and he who abides in 
love abides in God and God abides in 
him. In this is love perfected with us, 
that we may have confidence for the 
day of judgment. There is no fear in 
love, but perfect love casts out fear.”’ 

Martin Niemoeller preached a moving 
sermon on this text on May 29, 1937, 
at a time when members of the Confes- 
sional Church, of which he was the ac- 
knowledged head, were facing the full - 
persecution of the Nazis, and when his 
own arrest was only a matter of days. 
He pointed out that the fact that God 
is love is truly the heart of the gospel 
which ‘‘contains enough and_ gives 
enough for every situation into which 
our path may lead us. ‘Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for thou 
art with me.’ ”’ 

Anyone who knows God and who 
trusts in his love can meet whatever life 
brings him without trepidation. “If only 
we were not in real life such miser- 
able, perplexed creatures,’ said Nie- 
moeller, “if only we did not keep on 
doubting the messages of God’s love for 
us in our difficulties and cares; if only 
the voices from the pit did not win 
dominion over us ncw and then, when 
they scornfully demand: ‘Where is your 
God who is said to be Love?’; and the 
dark valleys through which we pass are 
full of such voices and doubts. Who 
can banish them? Who can escape 
them? We are all familiar with them: 
Here is life’s sorrow and temptation 
and distress and the sovereign power of 
death; there is the active hatred of men, 
the hostility of the world; there again 
we are tormented by the pangs of con- 
science and the oppressive fears—-yes, 
the fear—of judgment. ‘God is love!’ 
Who will continue to believe the mes- 
sage when a chorus of devils and 
demons cries out to us: “The love of 
God? Yes, where is it then? Look 
here: surely this is not the love of God? 
And look there: look at the love of God 
and stop dreaming: that is what it looks 
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like in reality! Now go away and give 
it up!” (God Is My Fuehrer, published 
by the Philosophical Library.) 

We have all known those fears and 
questionings. There are so many things 
that puzzle us, that trouble us. And 
yet as Niemoeller said to his congre- 
gation as the Nazi menace came ever 
closer: ‘‘Whatever the burden that op- 
presses us and whatover the temptation 
that harasses us, ‘God is love,’ and it 
is precisely as miseruble creatures—as 
oppressed and perplexed creatures—that 
we must learn anew. ‘He first loved 
us.’”’ Only this love can calm our 
fears and relieve us from anxiety, only 
the confidence that ‘‘God loves us utterly 
and we must love him in return, and 
that we have become wholly God’s 
through Jesus Christ, in order that he 
may belong wholly to us and bestow 
his whole love upon us!” 

“Perfect love casts out fear.’’ It fol- 
lows from this that if we are anxious 
or fearful, burdened or oppressed, we 
do not perfectly love God who has made 
his love available to us through Jesus 
Christ. Probably none of us has yet 
reached perfection in this respect. But 
it is the goal to which we should aspire 
and toward which we should be moving. 
The absence of fear is not one of the 
essential marks of a Christian, but we 
are not growing in our Christian life 
or in our understanding of the love of 
God, unless we are moving in this direc- 
tion. 

“We love,” says 
foved us first.’’ 
sion has it, 





John, “‘because he 
The King James ver- 


“we love him.” But in 
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the Greek the “him” is not expressed. 

Christian love of every kind is meant 

And that brings us to our third proof of 

a Christian: 

{1I. Loving Our Feliowman, 4:20-21; 
II John 4-6 

“Tf anyone says, ‘I love God’ and hates 
his brother, he is liar, for he who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen, 
cannot love God whom he has not seen.” 

The apostle drives home this argu- 
ment for the practice of love by the 
fact that God has commanded all who 
love him to love their fellowman (cf. 
Gal. 5:14; Luke 10:17f). He thus an- 
ticipates a possible objection. A man 
may say, “I can love God without loving 
my brother and I can prove my love 
by keeping his commandments.” ‘‘No,” 
says John, “your own argument shows 
that you are wrong. You cannot keep 
his commandments without loving your 
brother.”’ 

We will have to admit that this is not 
an easy command to live up to; in fact, 
itis a very hard one. Hard for one thing 
because there are so many unlovable 
people in the world, so many mean, 
hateful people. Hard also because some 
people do not want our love. Hard 
again because love seems to involve 
hate. “If we love lvoerty we must hate 
tyranny. If we love truth we must hate 
lies. If we love the beautiful we must 
hate the ugly. If we love good we must 
hate evil.’’-—(Frederick K. Stamm, in 
the Twentieth Century Quarterly.) Love 
for some men seems to involve hatred 
for other men. But, of course, it does 
not really do so. Aud love only seems 
psychologically impossible when we for- 
get that ‘‘to love’’ in the New Testa- 
ment sense does not necessarily mean 
“to like.’’ but to help, to serve as the 
opportunity offers itself. 

If we love in .his sense seems hard 
let us remember that God first loved 
us, and that this isthe only way we can 
return his love. As Martin Niemoeller 
has said: ‘““‘That is what God wished and 
that is what the Lord Jesus Christ 
asked. When we try to answer him for 
the word and the act of his love, he 
at once hides himself in the brother at 
our side: ‘You are jooking for me to 
thank me for the love I gave you. Here 
Iam ready to receive your thanks. . 
Give me the cool drink and the morsel 
of bread which 1 need, since I have 
saved you with my owa body and blood. 
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Give me your brotherly love of 
your neighbor since I have been your 
brother out of my divine Savior’s love, 

. And then I will believe that you 
love me, and you shall be comforted. 
This same point o7 love for our fellow- 
man is emphasized in II John 4-6. John 
wrote this letter ‘‘to ithe elect lady and 
her children, whom I iove in the truth.” 
Students have argued endlessly as to 
whether this is a personal letter written 
to a single Christian family or whether 
it is written to a local church personi- 
fied. Modern studenis are inclined to 
the latter view, but it makes little or no 
difference so far as the message is con- 
cerned. 


“I rejoiced greatly io find some of 
your children (members of the family 
to which he is writing or else members 
of the church) following the truth 
: ,”’ i. e., living in conformity with 
the truth received in Jesus Christ, ‘‘just 
as we have been commanded by the 
Father.’”’ This commandment, John re- 
minds them, is gathered up in the law 
of love. ‘And now I beg you, lady, not 
as though I were writing you a new com- 
mandment, but the one we have had 
from the beginning, that we love one 
another.” Observe the connection be- 
tween the clauses—following the truth 
revealed through Jesus means keeping 
his commandments and keeping his 
commandments means love one for an- 
other. And yet in the very next verse, 
John proceeds to turn it around and say 
that love will lead us to keep his com- 
mandments which is the truth that we 
have received from the beginning of the 
Christian dispensation. In vs. 5 obedi- 
ence prompts love; in verse 6 love 
prompts obedience. 

This is not a vicious circle, it is a 
blessed circle—each statement is com- 
pletely true and the two statements 
taken together reveal the close relation- 
ship between the love, and the fact that 
each one complements the _ other. 
Obedience divorced from love develops 
some of the unlovely traits that have 
brought Christianity into disrepute 
through the ages (the self-righteous 
Christian, the harsh, unforgiving Chris- 
tian; the heresy hunter and the prose- 
cutor, for example); love divorced from 
obedience becomes mere sentimentality 
that sometimes does more harm than 
good. Following the truth means 4 
great deal more than holding the correct 
opinions—in being orthodox according 
to the teaching of the caurch or the be- 
lief of our father—it means walking in 
love. Those who claim to hold the 


‘truth, but who do not hold it or teach 


it or defend it in love have somehow 
missed the way. 
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BOOK NOTES 


MEMORIES OF DAVIDSON (COL- 
LEGE. By Walter L. Lingle. John Knox 
press, Richmond, Va. 157 pp. $3.00. 





Anything written by Dr. Lingie is of 
interest to Southern Presbyterians. His 
memories of Davidson College, with 
which institution he has been identified 
since 1888, will be read with more than 
the usual interest by alumni and friends 
of Davidson, by admirers of Dr. Lin- 
gle, or by anyone who wants to take a 
pleasantly conducted tour of a college 
campus across the last fifty years. 

Dr. Lingle’s story of Davidson begins 
when he went there as a fresiman and 
it continues through his terms of serv- 
ice as a trustee, as president of the 
board, as president of the college, and 
now as president-emeritus. ‘The book is 
not simply a record of his own memories, 
for it is revealed on every page that 
he has spent long hours examining the 
college records, its publications, and re- 
jated materials. But the fact that he 
has turned dusty pages in preparation 
for the book never means that his is a 
stuffy story. He is entirely unencum- 
bered by the weight of his authorities. 

Here is the story of students in the 
days when they bought and chopped 
their own wood, when the asnnual 
“Junior Speaking’ was the high point 
of interest for the year. Here are the 
Woodrow Wilson episodes. Here are 
friendly bits of information and insights 
into student and college itife which in- 
terest anyone who knows campus life. 

Here also are some well-planted sug- 
gestions by Dr. Lingle, never made quite 
directly, always as though in passing: 
He thinks colleges are trying to do too 
many things, offer too many courses; 
he does not want any kind of “big- 
time” football, at least for Daviason; 
he thinks college trustees can easily 
trouble themselves with matters which 
belong to the administration or faculty 
—and he thinks there ought to be an 
age-limit for their retirement, just as 
there is for pastors and professors (he 
also hints that electing bodies might 
sometimes use more care in electing 
their trustees); he thinks church col- 
leges should not have ROTC units (he 
Says so); he greatly favors the present 
system of faculty-supervised dances on 
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the campus over the old system when 
they were held in Charlotte and else- 
where; with proper provisions for the 
increase, he thinks Davidson can 
“safely” enlarge its student body. 

Out of his long and fruitful experience 
Dr. Lingle has written a highly intevest- 
ing story. However, one important 
feature is omitted from the story, some- 
one else will have to write it; that is 
Dr. Lingle’s contribution to Davidson 
College. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


OHANGES 

H. B. Wade, Atlanta, has accepted the 
call recently extended by the Anniston, 
Ala., church, effective November 23. 

J. Will Ormond from Marion, Ala., to 
109 Hodge Hall, Princeton Seminary, 
Princeton, N. J., where he is engaged in 
graduate study. 

F. W. Haverkamp, Arlington, Va., is 
traveling in South America for the next 
six months. 

Harvey H. Orr from Bland, Va., to 
Mt. Carmel church, R. F. D. 1, Box 6, 
Rose Hill, Va., Nov. 26. 

Lawrence A. Davis from Louisville, 
Ky., to Eleanor, W. Va., Dec. 1. 


A. N.. B. 








MISSIONARIES 

Charles L. Crane and Mrs. Crane were 
scheduled to sail for Africa Nov. 25. 
Their address is changed from Rich- 
mond, Va., to A. P. C. M., Luebo, Congo 
Belge, Afrique. 

James I. Paisley, Eudora, Ark., ex- 
pects to return to Korea at an early 
date. His address will be: 


Presbyterian Mission, c/o RSO 63rd Inf. 
Rev. APO 6, Unit 3, c/o P. M. San Fran- 
cisco. 





Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church 
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RETIRED 

W. W. Bain, pastor of the Pryor Me- 
morial church, Crewe, Va., for the past 
37 years, has retired from the active 
pastorate, He will serve as supply pas- 
tor of the church until his successor has 
been secured. 


LAY LEADER 

J. G. Whitten, prominent lay worker 
for the Synod of Texas, longtime treas- 
urer and executive secretary, has been 
required to relinquish his work on ac- 
count of ill health and is now at 1205 
Washington Ave., Navasota, Texas. 


BOMBARDIER 

Palmer Wm, Deloteus, La Feria, 
Texas, served as a “bombardier”’ over 
his community recently when 5,000 free 
tickets to the seven churches of La 
Feria were cast to the winds. 


25TH ANNIVERSARY 

Walter Lapsley Carson and Mrs. Car- 
son were recently honored by the con- 
gregation of the First church, Rich- 
mond, Va., upon the 25th anniversary 
of the establishment of the present pas- 
toral relationship. Gifts included a 
combination radio-phonograph, a $500 
treasury bond and an additional amount 
of cash. 
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For particulars, write 
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The Austin College Association Hall 
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